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INSTRUCTIONS FOR READERS AND GIFT BEARERS 

The readings are read from the Ambo (which is like a podium or pulpit).  When facing the Altar, 
the Ambo is to the right at St. Elizabeth and St. Thomas à Becket.  At Holy Spirit and St. Clare, the 
Ambo is to the left. 

First Reading (from the Old Testament) (Please be seated) 
1. Right after the Opening Prayer, everyone sits down for the first time. At this time the first 

reader goes to the Ambo. 
2. As the reader approaches the Altar, he/she makes a reverent bow before going to the 

Ambo. 
3. After reading, he/she returns to his/her pew. 

Responsorial Psalm: (Please remain seated) This Psalm is sung by the Cantor. 
Second Reading (from the New Testament) (Please remain seated) 

1. Right after the Responsorial Psalm, the second reader goes to the Ambo. 
2. As the reader approaches the Altar, he/she makes a reverent bow before going to the 

Ambo.   
3. After reading, he/she returns to his/her pew. 

Please Note: If the same person is proclaiming both the First Reading and the Second, after the 
First Reading, he/she can sit near the Ambo, while the Cantor sings the Responsorial Psalm. 
After the Second Reading he/she may return to his/her pew. 

Gospel: (Please stand) 
Homily: (Please be seated)  
General Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful): (Please stand when instructed)  

1. The General Intercessions are read immediately after the Homily. When the priest has 
completed the Homily, he will say an opening prayer and will instruct the reader to go up to 
the Ambo to read the prayers. 

2. As the reader approaches the Altar, he/she makes a reverent bow before going to the Ambo.   
3. After reading, he/she returns to his/her seat. 

Bringing up the Gifts (bread and wine) 
1. Right after the General Intercessions, everyone will be asked to sit down. This is the time 

when those who are bringing forth the gifts are to go to the Offertory table. The presiding 
priest may give an instruction for this procedure. 

2. At St. Clare of Assisi the Offertory Table is in the front of the Church. At St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary, the Offertory Table is in the middle of the Church. At Holy Spirit and St. 
Thomas à Becket, the table is in the back of the Church.     

a. One person is to carry the cruet filled with wine. The other person carries the ciborium 
filled with hosts. These offerings will become the Body and Blood of Christ at the 
time of the Consecration. 

3. Carry the Gifts down the aisle and hand them to the priest and altar server. 
4. After handing the gifts to the priest, the Gift Bearers are to make a slight bow to the altar and 

return to their pew. 




